Uptake of novel oral anticoagulants in Australia C linical trials have shown that novel oral anticoagulants (NOACs) are as efficacious as warfarin in reducing the risk of stroke in patients with atrial fibrillation.
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However, concerns regarding efficacy and safety in real-world populations remain, particularly in patients aged 75 years and older and those with comorbid conditions. 4 Three NOACs -dabigatran, rivaroxaban and apixaban -were listed by the Pharmaceutical Benefits Scheme in 2013, but there is little information about their uptake in clinical practice in Australia.
We conducted a retrospective observational study to examine overall use and initiation of oral anticoagulants, and the characteristics of patients for whom they are prescribed. We used administrative claims data from the Australian Government Department of Veterans' Affairs for patients who were full entitlement holders (ethics approval E010/010). 
